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Receipts and payments account
Year to 31% December 2008

Income Year to 31 Dec. 2007 Year to 31 Dec. 2008

£ Sterling £ Sterling

Subscriptions received (#1) 437.99 240.10

Subscriptions in advance 21.60 75.00

Commission on stamp/auction sales (#2) 1040.20 21693

Books and document sales 36.30 5.50

Bank interest 23.98 40.16

Total income 1560.07 1493.45

Expenditure

Bulletin, Auction list

UK Rest of World production, printing 143.63
& distribution 363.86 237.71
Cost of sales and new book purchases 164.55 14.96
Annual meeting, AGM, incl. refreshments 324.96 0467.
Officers expenses 241.12 250.00
Secretarial & Librarian — postages, stationery, etc  124.14 89.95
Insurance 142.07 119.75
Total Expenditure 1,361.70 1,303.06
Surplus/Deficit 198.37 £190.39
Balance on hand at start of period £1,089.86 £72339.
On hand at end of period(#3) £1,289 23 £1,479.62

| certify that theReceipts and Payments Accouista complete account of all transactions forytsar
ending 31sDecember 2008.

Stuart S. Smith

Honorary Treasurer

Notes to the accounts

1. Subscriptions— In 2007, the total included a contribution oD8Zrom the American membership account.
Belgian and American subscriptions are banked ilgiBen and the U.S.A. respectively. These are
used to fund their Bulletin reproduction and distriion. Any surpluses are transferred periodically.
None were received in 2008.

2. Commissionsare made up largely as transfers from the Belgiantion account'.

3. Balances held on deposit at 31 December 2008 Beligium  To be reported to A.G.M.

-in U.S.A. $1065.63
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Events 2009

i

-
WI 'HI&‘I MonacoPhil 2009
th h
:hmm@"’ 4" — 6" December 2009

Belgian Rarities Exhibited at MonacoPhil 2009

As part of the international exhibitioklonacoPhil 2009’ and in conjunction
with the traditional exhibition dfLO0 timbres et documents philatéliques
parmi les plus rares du MondgL0O of the world’s rarest stamps and
philatelic documents).

The event, being held in the Principality frofité 6" December 2009,
will also witness the publication of a fully illusted anthology written in
several languages. This work, a veritable touclesfonthis theme, will
highlight Belgium’s best material in terms of histal interest, rarity and
quality.

Any member wishing to attend this outstanding eventvill be pleased to note that ‘Club
de Monte-Carlo de la Philatélie’ has been able toegotiate special concessionary terms
with some Monaco hotels. Members attending will bable to benefit from these deals by
returning the annexed ‘Reservation form’ accompanynig this Bulletin or separately
posted by e-mail.

From the Editor
The Bulletin and Auctions

In the last Bulletin it was indicated that the podlion frequency of the
Circle’s Bulletins and Auctions, was to be recoesadi. The matter was
discussed at the A.G.M. and finally agreed thah bloé Bulletin and Auction
should be produced and made available quarterd,afl humanly possible.

: In addition to the work load and time involvedisitapparent that there are
serious financial and administrative difficultiesrhanagement of the Auctions. It is anticipated ¢ha
new set of rules will have to be put in place toidwsuch problems in the future and this is noweaund
review with volunteered help from Ludo Achten.

Annual meetings in Bruxelles

The annual meetings were again well attended aegat of the A.G.M. will appear in the next
Bulletin. There were a few rearranged and new t@ffiappointments’, notably the position of ‘General
Secretary’ has reverted back to Stuart Smith ancCBarles Lloyd has taken over as ‘Honorary
Treasurer'. John Kelland will take over as U.K. RgcSecretary when the present one has completed
its circuit.

Accounts 2008
The accounts for 2008, as summarised on page 2ai@ve approved.

150/3



A message from the President

While reviewing my notes on statements made aaiimeial meetings over the last several
years, | realised that on every occasion | havealegd for more help in assisting the Circle’s
officers and the situation rarely changes. It iarlyealways the same members giving of their
time and skills in promoting and helping to mainttiie Circle’s high standards. We are doing
well with 86 pages published in the bulletins lgesar as well as over 700 lots in our auctions
and | know we will hear more from the other offie@t the annual general meeting in March
Once again | ask that if you feel you can give aagditional support in any way,
please do let us know and we will welcome you veiien arms.
Both our Bulletin editor and Auctioneer have indézhtheir wish to reduce the frequency of
their contributions to three times a year. | untders their position and the time and effort th
have to commit, but regret their decision and sbeip will be welcome.

94 of our members have e-mail addresses and | apleaxling for a formal program as suc
but if we knew and had records of other membersésts, | feel it would be helpful in as
much that those with similar collecting interestsild be more easily in touch and perhaps
offer and exchange duplicates and scans. We hasenamber of occasions published in the
Bulletin, lists of our wants. | would like to sd@g facility more widely used and by way of a
prompt will be declaring some things | am lookiwg, fin this issue. See ‘can you HELP".

Thanks to everyone for the contributions made ¢ostindy of the foreign censor marks and
labels on Belgian Congo covers. | am still workargthe'Censure Militaire’ inscriptions on
covers during the first period 1916 to 1921 and lidilke to catalogue the Officers who were
responsible for censuring the mail during this @eriSome members, like the incorrigible Algnh
Morvay, have already given me their full support &lot more has to be studied before | car]
publish.

If by any chance you are working in any field aid, please let us know by a note to the
Bulletin editor and | can guarantee that other mens\ill give their support and help.

Your membership is important, and | hope you wilypa more active role in the Study Circle
| wish you every success on your favourite Belglamgo subject and good health during
20009.

Walter Deijnckens. February 2009

The ‘Index’

As reported in and since publication of the lastidin, |
was able to complete the ‘Index’ and it has bestriduted
electronically to all members who receive their|Blims,
etc. by e-mail. It is of course ‘free of chargedbable to
receive it by this medium but should any membes tik
receive a bound printed copy, there has to be aetiar
duplication, binding and postage.

Refer details given below.

So that the preparation can be completed ‘en bibe’,
closing date for orders will be 31st May.

It is my intention to post out printed bound copilesing
the second week in June, to all those from whoegaest
and payment has been received

As stated previously, there will be no charge foy a
member requesting to receive by email.
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U.K. members - £4. Send cheque payable to S.ShSmit

All Belgian members — 5€ to Emile Hoorens.

All other European members — 5€ cash to S. S. Smith

Rest of the World membersRecommend having bound locally
U.S.A. members Recommend having bound locally

Membership News
New Members

We extend a warm welcome to four more new membernio Borralho, Luc Smalle, lan Potterton
andEric Coulton. As always we hope they enjoy and are all ablestefit from our common interests.

Portugal Anténio Borralho; Av,25 Adril, 27-60D
8500-611 Portmat.
e-mail:aborralho@kanguru.pt

Rep. South Africa Luc Smalle; P.O.Box 862
Delmas 2210
e-mail:Inlsmalle@gmail.com

U.K. Eric Coulton; 16 Crugan Avenue
Kinmel Bay
Rhyl
North Wales. LL18 5DG
e-mail:ericcoulton@aol.com

U.K. lan Potterton; 13 Suggits Orchard
Cleethorpes
Lincolnshire. DN35 7LN
e-mail:i_potterton@yahoo.co.uk

Residential and e-mail address changes and addgion

Belgium - Deruyck, Jozef;e-mail:jozef.deruyck@telenet.be

Zimbabwe - Joan Soriano; 7, Knight Bruce Road
off Bishop Gaul Avenue
Milton Park
Harare.

Patrick Maselis. We offer our congratulations to Patrick Maselis whes in the news again, having
been appointed as the new President of the vesfigimus ‘Club de Monte-Carlo de la Philatélie’.
Rumour has it that President Sarkozy’s applicatiwormembership had been declined, but it may only
be gossip!

Snippets, Questions, Answers and can you Help?

Walter Deijnckens — is looking for Ruanda-Urundi ard Belgian occupation in German East
Africa material.

If you can help and have any material for saleggdearite or email him.
[Refer title page for address details]
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Invasion of Cameroon, 1914-1918 CAMEROON CAMPAIGN

Michael Wright reminds us that in 30 September 1914 - 16 Aori 1916
1 Aft hat had h d to Agadi the First of July 1911, Germany received
Bulletin 82, December 1991 we v s 1 1he e Comgne-tine Aur Hetigh the Songs V/alley SxIBnaENE 10 06
. , Belgian Congo River,-The other part - composed of the territory joining éhe Ubani
featured an article by André A v OB VAl S 4 £ A s arnd g shog

This constituted the situation in the area at the beginning of August 1914.

Vindevoghel about the deployment
of Belgian Congo troops during
World War |, who helped the
French to conquer Cameroon. The
article summarises the campaign
but there appears to be no specific
reference to anything philatelic.

MAP A

e M’ii‘UTr‘\lﬁE ou

TCHAD

NIGERIA

BRITANNIQUE cve wgies

¥ teemitone |
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Questions

Have any covers from that
operation and period survived?

Is there any material that can be
identified as originating from either
the French or Belgian Congo
troops?

[Replies either to Michael Wright or B/ covco rrancms | R
the editor who will pass them on] e |

Airmail Postal Historians — FAM 22
In the last Bulletin, Walter Deijnckens and | hadti@n an article about the ‘U.S.A. Clipper Servite
the Congo during World War 11. It related very lahgto what is known as service FAM 22, and was
prompted by new information obtained from artichg#iten by Bob Wilcsek and John Wilson in
‘Airpost Journal’and‘Cameo’.

I am now appreciatively indebted to our Belgian rhemJozef Deruyck who has copied to me a further
article by Bob Wilcsek which was published in tla@udary 2009 edition dAirpost Journal It expands
extensively on our previous knowledge about thi$ @imer related FAM services to the west coast of
Africa and is indeed a very thorough contributicarguably completing the story and explaining all!

| commend it to you.

With the author’s permission to reproduce fronthg following extracts will wet the appetite of
members who have a particular interest in airneilises to the Congd!

“ The problem is thafafter December 1942) was FAM18 that carried the mail across the
Atlantic, not FAM22”

“ Over its short life, FAM22 did nothing much at.al

It provided cover to the existence of a militarply route, (poorly)

It eventually gave cover to a little-used througimigection to Leopoldville. This connection
would prove invaluable in moving early uranium semples from the Belgian Congo to
Chicago without creating excessive Axis interest.”

“ . there was the ‘Veil of Secrecy’ concept thavgan excellent rationale for keeping the
pretence of a working FAM22 route alive as a sdgurieasure.”

1. Bob Wilcsek,Airpost Journal, January 2009
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Tumba - Postal History in the making
Just occasionally and out of the blue some itecoafespondence turns up with a bit of real
documentary ‘Postal History’. Charles Stockmangndy had the good fortune to acquire such an item
which he shares with us here.
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It is a card confirming that the future Postmakest arrived safely and was seriously pleased \uih t
accommodation provided. For those who don’t reattBhere is an extract of the really interesting
part:

| ave finally arrived here in Tumba on 8 ™ August at 6
in the evening. It is very good here and | have ver y
good accommodation, at the front | have my office (the

future post office?and at the rear, my bedroom.

Hub Vermeerbergen
Sous percepteur des postes
Tumba

Just 3 months later on 2®lovember, all was in place and the ‘Tumba Sousdeion office’ opened
- presumably under the direction of Hub Vermeerberg

TUMBA type 4 canceller
Postmarks are not my forte unless related speljfitasome topic of
personal interest, but this one is intriguing beealudon’t understand
the logic of its declared exclusion from the Heima¢h reference book.
It was shown at the recent meeting in Bruxelle$\lajter Deijnckens
and by sheer coincidence another member presergrhadample with
him also. That illustrated here has been compunleamced to give a
clearer reproduction.
Question - If type 3B ‘Railway Station’ canceller is includén Heim
Keach classification, why isn't type 47?
Would someone like to make a study ofRailway station
marks/cancellers’and share the findings with the rest of us, in the
bulletin?

Editor
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We are indebted to Graham Mark of the ‘Civil Cesbigp Study Group’ who copied the
following extract to me fronHistory of the Postal and Telegraph Censorship &ément,
1938-1946’housed in the National Archives, Kew. Ref. DEFE3R/3

Censorships in Allied Countries
(1) BELGIAN CONGO

1529.Establishment and scope of Liaison Post

Co-operation between Censorship in the Union otiSédrica (controlled by the Union’s Postmaster
General) and Censorship in the Belgian Congo (cotediuby Belgian Congo Senior Postal Officials)
was at the outbreak of war a natural sequenceetgdbd relations established in peace-time, because
the Union Postmaster General was creator of theAf@ran Postal Conference at which contacts
were made between officials of all postal admiaistns in Africa.. Belgian Congo Post Office
officials frequently visited Cape Town and discubpeoblems with Censorship Headquarters. This
continued until 1942, when the Belgian Congo Ség@ervice seems to have assumed control of
censorship. In 1942, members of the Belgian Coreguisty Service visited Capetown and
Johannesburg. There followed requests made thritniggBelgian Minister in South Africa for copies
of Censorship Directives used in South Africa. Sahthese were supplied but it became clear that
advice as to censorship practice was requiredtaatdatvisit by a South African censorship official
the Belgian Congo would be most helpful. There eddence of lax censorship in the Belgian
Congo in regard to the use of intermediaries fadsey correspondence to enemy and enemy
occupied territory and correspondence and parodglgium. In April 1943, the Union’s Assistant
Chief Censor spent a week at Elisabethville, wherdiscussed censorship problems. It was not until
he reached London in September 1943 that thisesflims aware that the Chief Censor, Lagos, was
on a similar mission to Leopoldville at the vemnyné he was at Elizabethville. In this year censgrshi
of all mails to and from the Belgian Congo, tramsitwell as terminal, was concentrated at
Johannesburg. Certain information that the Bel@iango Censorship wanted could not be supplied
by South Africa until sanctioned by the United Kilogn Censorship authorities. Consequently the
appointment of a South Africa Censorship Liaisofig@f was deferred in order that he should not
face an embarrassing situation. In June 1944gqtkestion of supplying information to the Belgian
Congo Government was settled and in September Teieral Smuts himself directed that liaison
should continue and that a Belgian Congo Censorsipiesentative should be invited to the Union to
discuss censorship matters of mutual interest. Abae from Belgian Congo Censorship arrived at
Capetown on 19October 1944. He subsequently visited Johannesindghe visit terminated at
Bulawayo on # November. Further contact took place between gi&elCongo Censorship Officer

in Johannesburg in January 1945, but it was firegdiseed that in view of the progress of the war no
useful purpose would be served by having a Residarston Officer at Leopoldville.

1530.Postal Censorship Questions

The Belgian Congo Censorship agreed in April 1933p ensure, with certain exceptions,
censorship of all outward mail not normally traimgjtBritish territory and (ii) to attempt to censar
inward mail not bearing a British Censorship laBekviously, terminal mail had received only
partial attention in the Belgian Congo.

1531.Travellers censorship

The Belgian Congo Security Officers were interestetthe Union’s pre-censorship scheme for
travellers, but it is not known to what extent ttagplied it after receiving a copy of the British
instructions in May 1943.

1532.Telegraph Censorship

All telegrams leaving the Congo were examined lgyBblgian Congo Censorship. Although all
messages to and from Leopoldville Wireless Statiere examined, the Belgian Congo Security
Officers informed the Union Censorship that thelydved their own control was not 100 percent
effective.
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A History of the Antwerp — Congo Mail-boat Service

By —Charles Stockmans and Roger Gallant

Translated from
“Le Mouvement Géographique &' year, No.4 - 28 February 1891, page 16"

Mail for the Independent State can may sent
By the Royal Portuguese Mailboat leaving Lisbortten@” and 21 of each month. The
address andvia Lisbon’ must be indicated on mail to be transported bgetships and b i
delivered to the Central Post Office, Brusselseast four days in advance, that is by tlfe
2" and 17" of the month. This method is the most reliabléhasships always leave on
time.
By British shipping lines out of Liverpool leavirqntwerp about the 18of each month.
The name of the ship artthia_2ntwerp’ must be written on the cover. This mail must bg¢
received at the Central Post Office, Brusselspadtitwo days before departure of the
steamer. Dates of departure are published in ooutlles et Informations”

Part 2. 1914-1960

The invasion of Belgium in 1914 compell&&bmpagnie
Belge Maritime du Congdb transfer its organisation to
the offices of Agence Maritime Walfordin London and
the‘Elder Dempster'offices in Hull. From 1915 the
company operated its three liners from Liverpoahie
Congo. Later these embarked and disembarked
passengers at Falmouth and their cargo at HulltHeor
duration of the war the company retained links, as
regular as possible, with the Congo and in supgpiatte
Allies. During the three year campaign and in addito
any normal traffic, its ships carried most of tig®7
Belgian officers and other ranks sent from Eurape t
Africa to reinforce the ‘Force Publique’, as wedl a
considerable quantities of hospital equipment, wirds
and other provisions for both the European and/eati
population. On the return leg, they brought back
clothing, camping equipment, ammunition, weapons,
tools, copper and palm oil. In providing that sugppthe
‘Compagnie Belge Maritime du Conggdid a heavy toll
succumbing to submarine attack with the loss of its
steameElisabethville (1)on 6" September 1917 near
‘Belle Island’ off the Brittany coast.

With the end of hostilities there were also sigrfit problems in the restoration of a normal trgdin
relationship between the motherland and its col@mne was in transporting urgently, the enormousksto
of colonial products accumulated in Africa whichidgdem needed for the recovery of its industry.
Necessary measures were put in place and from tb@¥Sentrusted the management of ‘thgence
Maritime Internationale; a powerful body set up orf'3arch of that year, to resume the activities @f th
‘Agence Maritime Walford'The'Agence Maritime Internationalehanaged the assets of t@@mpagnie
Belge Maritime du Congas well as its agencies abroad. Meanwhile thetmmariinks between Antwerp
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and the Congo intensified with the purchase ofdfst@ps, one after the other. They wereldhami (941
tons) rename&inshasatheMateba(5,500 tons) and thdatadi (3,097 tons).

These were transferred to the
‘Compagnie Africaine de
Navigation’at its formation

on 3f'January 1920 whilst
still under the management of
‘Agence Maritime
Internationale’ The

Albertville (4) was sold to a
foreign buyer and replaced in
1922 with the magnificent
Elisabethville (2)8,178 tons]
and built in the John Cockerill
shipyard at Hoboken.

Thysville (1)

Elisabethville (2)

In the same year and from the same yard, the s(jsdville[8,176 tons] joined the fleet as well as the
Stanleyville (2)[6,612 tons] built this time by John Brown and @bClydebank.

These major investments quickly relieved pressarthe Congo river ports and the movement of
passengers and merchandise resumed under muahdiretienstances. The colony was of significant
importance by way of its contribution to Belgiungsonomy, and the role played iGompagnie Belge
Maritime du CongoWwas also equally important. It had become oné@eitajor national shipping
companies with its decision to increase the sizésdfeet even further by ordering the sumptuous
Albertville (5)from ‘Ateliers et Chantiers de la Loire’ at Salt&zaire.

TheAlbertville (5)started operating on 2&ebruary 1928 and theopoldville (5)joined the line in
October 1929. A new tug, tligambier,joined theColonel Thyn the river Congo whilst there were
nine new big barges, four smaller ones and sewdraling boats called ‘Baleinieres’.

‘Compagnie Africaine de Navigatiowas taken over by tHEompagnie Belge Maritime du Congoh
11™ July 1929. In February 1930 the company took dveyd Royal Belgewhich had been founded
on 26" June 1916 at La Panne, with the aim of transppgirpplies destined for Belgium from the
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U.S.A. to neutral ports, mainly in Holland. At thad of World War Ithe ‘Lloyd Royal’ replaced
German companies which were no longer serving AmtwEhe company, whose ‘raison d’étre’ was its
links with the Congo, became the fist national campto diversify by opening a service to Amerida. |
changed its name to ‘Compagnie Maritime Belge [Hi®oyal]'.

With the 1930’s economic crisis, no more linerseverdered except for the luxurioBaudouinville

(1) in 1937 with State help. She was delivered in 1&39was to make only three trips before the start
of the Second World War, during which she came $acend.

During the German invasion of Belgium orf™@ay 1940 the company gave orders that all ships at
dock in Antwerp should leave and sail for Frenchigas it was considered their defensive capadsliti
were better than those of British pofts.

TheElisabethville (2), Albertville (5)andBaudouinville (1)sailed from Antwerp with passengers
including members of the management and compalffy Ftee ships sailed for La Pallice and then on
to Bordeaux. Th&lisabethville (2)arrived at La Pallice on $4May and then sailed for Great Britain
on 6" June.

The French navy requisitioned tAtbertville (5)and sent it to Le Havre where it was sunk by the
German air force. ThBaudouinville (Lyemained at Bordeaux, later to be transferredaiot®s where
the retreating Germans scuttled it off' Zugust 1944,

To this toll must be added the loss of 294 saitorsheLeopoldville (5)which was torpedoed on 24
December 1944. Of the company’s 31 ships, 23 veeste |

During the first four months of the -
war, theLeopoldville (5)operated the z',

‘Great Britain— Congo line’ whilst
theThysvilleandElisabethville (2)
provided the U.S.A> Congo line
service. 8 .
On the 28§ September the entire fle g
was requisitioned and the three line -
were allocated as troop carriers. |

S.S. Leopoldville (5)

Following liberation, seven of the company’s shipsl survived among which was tBksabethville
(2) andThysville TheThysvillewas the first of the fleet to berth in Antwerp 28" September 1945,

The problems of 1945 were similar to the ones faced®18 and despite the colony’s lack of
equipment there were enormous quantities of merdikarin the Congo ready to be shipped to
Belgium. Many colonials wanted to return home windplacements were waiting to depart for the
colony.

In 1945 the company made sixteen voyages to thg&;dout that was insufficient to fullfil its needs
and for that reason three cargo shipsAlex Van Opstal (2), Armand GrisandGouverneur Galopin
as well as two ‘Victory ships’, thBteenstraetandTervaetewere converted to carry passengers.

Two ships, thévlar del
PlataandCopacabana-
originally intended for
the America’s service,
were rescheduled to the
Congo line, a service
which was re-opened on
25" October 1945.

150/11



Mar del Plata

At about the same time, in August 1945, the compadgred three liners from the Cockerill at
Hoboken yard, each of 10,350 tons. TheseAthertville (6)andLeopoldville (6)started operating in
1948 while theElisabethville (3)oegan a year later. These new liners were abtet® the voyage in
two weeks compared with three weeks before the Wwar948 the company ordered two dual purpose
liners (cargo and passengers) from Cockerill edabhich could carry up to 216 adults and 24
children. They were thBaudouinville (2which entered service in 1950 and @learlesvillein 1951.

In 1947 the cargo shipments returned to normalthe@opacabanandMar del Platareverted to
their originally intended Americas service. In 1948Steentraet@ndTervaetewere withdrawn and
theThysvilleandElisabethville (2were sold.

In 1952 theCopacabanandMar del Platarejoined the invigorated service to the Congo. The
Copacabanavas sold to an East German company in 1858.

Elisabethville (3)

In 1953 ‘Compagnie Maritime Belge [LIoyd Royal]'dered two new liners, thiadotville[13,724

tons] from the Saint-Nazaire shipyard of PenhoenEe and a few months later Baudouinville (3)
[13,876 tons] from the Cockerill shipyard. Theseeveowered by steam turbines, capable of speeds up
to 17 knots and carrying 325 passengers. They begamting in 1956 and 1957 respectively and were
the last ones commissioned before the Belgian Cbegame independent in 1960.
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Thysville (2) formerly Baudouinville (2)

Alphabetical list of the Compagnie Maritime Belgead
boats operating between Belgium and the Congo J

Name Period Number of
Voyages
Albertville 1 07.07.1896 - 06.06.1898 8
Albertville 2 06.09.1898 - 02.05.1904 26
Albertville 3 09.08.1906 - 02.05.1911 25
Albertville 4 22.03.1913 — 23.03.1923 45
Albertville 5 28.02.1928 — 21.11.1940 69
Albertville 6 12.06.1948 — 15.07.1960 79
Anversville 1 18.05.1899 — 16.04.1906 35
Anversville 2 24.08.1912 — 27.09.1938 133
Baudouinville 1 15.07.1939 — 08.12.1939 3
Baudouinville 2 19.09.1950 — 24.05.1957 50
[renamed Thysville 2]
Baudouinville 3 02.11.1957 — 29.06.1960 20
Bruxellesville 1 06.05.1898 — 20.12.1900 11
Bruxellesville 2 15.03.1906 — 11.04.1909 18
Bruxellesville 3 22.04.1909 — 23.09.1912 20
Charlesville 06.03.1951 — 10.07.1960 69
Copacabana 18.05.1945 — 28.06.1957 64
Elisabethville 1 04.02.1911 - 06.09.1917 29
Elisabethville 2 02.02.1922 — 15.06.1946 104
Elisabethville 3 10.01.1949 - 24.06.1960 81
Gouverneur Galopin 08.06.1946 — 19.09.1952 40
Armand Grisar 01.12.1945 — 29.08.1952 47
Jadotville 23.07.1956 — 26.06.1960 29
Leopoldville 1 06.02.1895 — 02.02.1897 8
Leopoldville 2 07.02.1897 — 05.03.1901 16
Leopoldville 3 21.04.1904 - 15.11.1908 26
Leopoldville 4 26.11.1908 — 24.06.1913 25
Leopoldville 5 08.10.1929 — 29.07.1940 53
Leopoldville 6 14.09.1948 — 08.07.1960 82
Mandigo — ex Philippeville 2
Mar del Plata 14.02.1946 — 25.10.1957 55
Nigeria 2
Philippeville 12.10.1899 — 29.07.1906 34
Stanleyville 1 16.12.1899 — 08.05.1902 12
Stanleyville 2 04.12.1926 — 10.01.1930 11
Steenstraete 26.04.1947 —28.11.1948 13
Tervaete 24.05.1947 — 22.01.1950 18
Thysville 1 04.11.1922 — 01.06.1940 103
Thysville 2 — ex Baudouinville 2 24.08.1957 — 2R1®60 22
Alex Van Opstal 2 18.01.1945 — 21.03.1950 29
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1. Refer Postscript- ‘M/V Copacabana’

Postscript

From - Stuart Smith

M/V Copacabana

The writer
acknowledged that
the Copacabana
was aCMB owned
vessel and her
operational home
port was now
Liverpool.

Figure 1.

To the best of my knowledge very little has beeittam of the whereabouts or contribution made by
those Compagnie Maritime Belge (Lloyd Royal) shépsving the ‘Allied’ cause during World War I1.
Perhaps this is because our primary interest iatehic with matters ‘postal’?

However, a recent acquisition has prompted an apget further information about the activities of

the M/V Copacabana at this time.

According to'CMB 100 A Century of Maritime Enterprisé and other sourcé3

= “During the German invasion of Belgium on 10 May@9the company gave orders that
all its ships at dock in Antwerp should leave aatilifor French ports as it was considered
their defensive capabilities were better than thofsBritish ports™

= “In July 1940 six ships including the ‘Copacabaneere to provide a service from Great
Britain via Lisbon to Matadi.”

= Two ships, the ‘Mar del Plata’ and the ‘Copacabanaiginally destined for the American
service, reinforced service to the Congo which reapened on 250ctober 1945.”

How were the ships employed, 1940-1945?

| have not yet established the Copacabana’s eseatibn at the time when the original instruction f
the CMB ships to disperse was declared in May 1Bd40pne thing seems clear in that it was not in
Antwerp. As the ship operated on the South Amexcae, she was possibly on either an outward or
return Atlantic crossing journey. However, | nowoknthat in returning to the U.K. she began
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operating to and from the west coast of Africagliing her way via Freetown (Sierra Leone) to Milford
Haven (Pembrokeshire, Wales) where she docked #edt September 1940.

The Copacabandad been built as a mixed cargo and passengezl\ags continued in this capacity
throughout the war. | suspect it was this dual capaole that made her operationally most useful.
Whilst gaps remain in our knowledge of her saikehedules, | am able to list some of her movements.
From the same information souf®d have also tried to establish any recorded aytipi the other four
vessels that survived the war - namely the Astiidizabethville(2), Leopoldville(5) and Thysvillbut
have only found one convoy reference to the Thiesinl May 1943 and one for the Elisabethville(2) in
October 1944. There is no mention of either theidator Leopoldville (5) from which it is suggested
that they were not commercially operational innloethern hemisphere or simply operated as troop
carriers, as and when requirgthis is conjecture and has not been verified as)fa

Liverpool and Freetown were both assembly pointeémvoys setting out on their journeys to and
from the south Atlantic coast. Where other poresraamed, these were simply the starting or final
destination from/to which the Copacabana sailethase instances, the precise arrival dates are
unknown.

M/V Copacabana

Convoy Port of departure Port of arrival Passengers
Reference and date and date if known and Cargo

SL 44 Freetown, 18.8.1940 Milford, 9.9.1940 136gmmgers, Cereals
SL 83 Freetown, 5.8.1941 Liverpool, 28.8.1941 fpaFsengers, 28 mail bags

0S8 Milford, 3.10.1941 Freetown, 26.10.1941 Stores
— Capetown

0S32 Clyde, 20.6.1942 Lagos, 8.7.1942 Governntergs
— Matadi

SL121 Matadi, 3.9.1942 *Mersey, 21.9.1942 114 @agsers, Produce?
HX225 New York, 30.1.1943 Liverpool, 13.2.1943 [B8sengers

0S44  Liverpool, 6.3.1943 Freetown, 24.3.1943 {bassengers,
— Matadi {Government stores
{Planes -?

SL130 Takoradi, (Ghana) June 1943 *Mersey, 214319 11 passengers, 214 mail bags
SL137 Freetown, 23.9.1943 *Mersey, 17.10.1943 d&xlsengers, 85 mail bags

0OS57 Liverpool 27.10,1943 Freetown, 19.11.1943
— Matadi

SL146 Freetown, 12.1.1944 *Mersey, 2.2.1944 143 @agers93 mail bags

OS72 Liverpool, 23.3.1944 Lagos, 14.4.1944
— Matadi, April 1944

0S84 Belfast, 2.7.1944 Freetown, 10.8.1944 Fuelsat

0OS110 Liverpool, 1.2.1945 Freetown,
— Lagos,— Matadi 142 passengers, General stores

Convoy reference SLoperated out of Freetown with Liverpool as thafidestination.
Convoy reference OSoperated out of Liverpool with Freetown, Sierrahe as the destination.
Ships starting or finishing outside these two piwitsed or left the convoy variously.

* ‘Mersey’ - estuary including the Liverpool docks and selvetiaers.

150/15



It is worth reporting that on all convoys, the Cogldana was at least modestly armed with a varfety o
guns and whilst this information is available, distheen omitted by me as of little relevance t® thi
article. The number and type of passenger cardiedign or military) varied as did the cargo, tgplly
Cereals, Government stores, Plane parts, etc. Where is reference to passenger numbers and the
conveyance of mail, this has been statélde-latter as of philatelic interest!

During the war, Paquebot cancellers were not usatwas it appropriate to apply ship identity gjti
line marks. As in the case of the cover illustratetigure 1, correspondence would only bear arceff
of posting - or of arrival, when posted aboard.

i Lo ARIE
Not until after 1945 was the ships circular postmar k‘.-‘*“}:-i%

reintroduced — reported as seen in both black aidty MV

The postmark illustrated here differs from the ywaa- \copac AB ANA
‘M/S COPACABANA’ stamp illustrated in Abbe G.
Gudenkauf's bookMailboat Services from Europe to
the Belgian Congo’.

According to the table of CMB ‘Mail-boats’ providira postal service between Belgium and the
Congo,? theCopacabanavas the first post war ship to sail in that capaftbm Antwerp on 18 May
1945,

A SIS COPACABANA straight-line shigdentity and Promotional cach&tas similarly introduced, and

in the case of the cover illustrated as figur®'Z;! had already been applied on the face before tte le
was written - presumably as ‘memorabilia statioheojd or freely available on board? Prior to
registration in Matadi, it was further applied e treverse. It had no Post Office authority or
recognition.

§/S. COPACABANA

Figure 2.
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In conclusion, it is interesting to provide a femeadotal notes on th@opacabana’s
further history, albeit no longer a ship in the @nship of CMB ¥

In 1958 she had been sold to an East German congpahse-named@heodor Korner.
Under that flag she is recorded as having beeoméern to the American’s when spotted
leaving the Baltic Sea en route to Cuba, and ircdmpany of two Russian ships. During
November of that year the U.S. Navy was instruttetiail and intercept her. The two
Russian ships had been located and followed bywh&hips, but th&heodor
Korner/Copacaban&ad disappeared. Finally she was spotted and bihaadd found to be
carrying 240 tons of steel — but no nuclear weapons

She was eventually sold to a Dutch company andiredan service until 1972 when
broken up for scrap in Kaohsiung, Japan.

As previously reported, the Thysville and Elisakétl (2) are both included in the list of ships kirey
up the convoys referred t8.

Thysville (1)

Convoy Cargo and
Reference Port of departure, date Port of arrival date Passengers

0S.48KMS  Liverpool, 20 May 1943 Freetown, 7 Ju@d3L Stores?

Elisabethville (2)

Convoy Cargo and
Reference Port of departure, date Port of arrival date Passengers

0S.92KM Liverpool, 15 Oct. 1944 Gibraltar, not kv Not known

1. Greta Devos & Guy ElewaltCMB 100 een eeuw martiem ondememersschap’
2. Ibid. Stockmans & Gallant.
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3. Arnold Hague et al. — ‘www.convoyweb.org.uk’

4. Web - Kelvin Davis.

[W.D.] Cover from Walter Deijnckens collection.

Early mail from Equatoria - the Egyptian Sudan

1840 — 1888
By —Patrick Maselis
Part 1

-

[ The Eqyptian Sudan

D province Equatoria

Introduction

Equatoria embracing the territory familiar to us
as ‘Lado’, was formerly the southernmost
province of the Egyptian Sudan, and contained
parts of present-day Sudan, Uganda and Congo
Although an Egyptian expedition had explored
the territory as early as 1840, it was not until
1871 that Equatoria was annexed and
incorporated into the Egyptian Sudan.

In 1882, Sudan was struck by the Mahdi
rebellion, an anti-colonial Islamic

revolution, and the Egyptians withdrew.

The governor of Equatoria, Emin Pasha,

could not flee in time and so was trapped in
the province.

In 1887, the ‘Emin Pasha Relief Expedition’ wasamged, led by the famous explorer Henry Morton

AFRICA

Wadi Halfa

Seribah
GIA”% Biselli

Stanley. At the end of 1888, Emin Pasha was freedeguatoria abandoned.

After having analysed more than 100 books andlestieve believe that only 108 Westerners visited or
lived in Equatoria between 1840 and 1888. They wgpdorers (46), missionaries (26), traders (13),

civil servants (13), or members of the Emin PasbeRExpedition (10).

We shall now take a closer look at each of thagedategories of Western visitors and residents, an
specifically at their correspondence. A separatéaewill be devoted to Emin Pasha, as he hadséo u

alternative ways to send his mail out of the countr

"7”,,
|

1. Explorers

The Exploration of Equatoria
started with an Egyptian
Expedition, which left
Khartoum in 1839 and reached

Equatoria in 1840. It included

two Europeans among its

//{Z lpmree ,/;") G /af”‘%"j 70 o e
/1%/ Ja&lgug b

members - the Frenchman G.
Thibaut, who had converted to
Islam under the name of Ibrahim
Effendi, and the German,
Ferdinand Werne.

/, ,,%f/-«ff““"'

/

(W/) % S g;?fi)ﬂﬁ /M-—

Figure 1.
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Last year saw the discovery of a cover written an@la by Mr Thibaut, on the way back from the
expedition. Although Dongola is outside Equatotigyas decided to include this exceptional cover
because it is not only a testimony of a historicafiportant expedition, but also one of the eatlies
known from the Sudan.

The period after 1840 was to see a great numbexpditions. These expeditions were motivated by
the obsession among nineteenth century geograpfiterbeing the first person to discover the source
of the Nile, and not so much by the interest inréggon.

Amongst other things, this involved, following tNde by
boat up to the point at which it became un-navigabl '
somewhere around Gondokoro in Equatoria. DIE TINNESCHE EXPEDITION

IM WESTLICHEN NIL-QUELLGEBIET
One of these was the von Tinné expedition to the 1968 o 1564,

River Bahr El Ghazal financed by a very wealthy I
Dutch widow, Mrs von Tinné. Among others, she I
was accompanied by the German explorer von

Heuglin, and the Frenchman Baron d’Ablaing. S s 5 BT T £
Unfortunately, during the dry season, her ship ;
became hopelessly bogged down in the River Bahr R A
El Arab at Seribah Biselli, from April 1863to | = wm swszes susruns
January 1864. i

} g-;;(ﬂ.ﬁ Z‘v’m : LU

!
i
|
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Figure 2

Figure 2.
We know of one cover which we believe to be coreetd this Dutch expedition, for the following
reasons:
1) It was very probably written by Mr von Heuglin beesa the addressee, Dr Petermann, was his
editor. Dr Petermann published von Heuglin’s letter
2) The date 28 June 1863, coincides with the time of the expediti
3) There is an annotation at the bottom left of theecavhich when translated into English reads
“to the care of the French Consulate in Khartounddahe Consulate General of Holland in
Egypt”.
Since Mrs von Tinné was the only Dutch explorethiait area at the time, this is compelling
evidence.

The cover, written at Seribah Biselli on"25une 1863 was carried by a runteethe French consulate
in Khartoum, where the circular stamp ‘Vice-Consudla France-Khartoum’ was applied. From there it
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probably travelled in the diplomatic bag to the &utonsulate general in Alexandria, where it was
posted in the French Post Office - circular datengt ALEXANDRIE/ 20/ OCT/ 63/ EGYPTE).
Also in Alexandria, the weight was written on thertt of the cover: 20.5 g equivalent to ‘3 portt’
travelled on the&€armelof the Egyptian Line - ‘Messageries Impériales’isivessel left on 20
October for Marseille.

The circular transit date stamp on the reverse iMe@née a Lyon’ is dated ®Dctober 1863, which
was the date of arrival at Marseille. In Paristtb&edF 39 mark was applied to the covéArticle 39

of the French-Prussian convention of 1858 - tddffall non specified overseas countries = 6.9
groschen per 7.5 g.”

From Paris the cover continued its journey byt@iFrankfurt. There it was taxed at 25 gros - ‘for
France 3 x 6.9 plus 2 x 2 groschen for Germanyé Gdver was triple rate for France and double rate
for Germany at 2 loth; one loth being 15.69

The circular date stamp arrival mark in Gotha ieed&8d" October 1863.

Whilst not originating from Equatoria, this coved dravel through the province to reach its
destination, and for that reason is consideredagpiate to include here.

2. Traders

In the Sudan, there was a great deal of money todse. Highly valuable commodities, such as ivory,
animal skins and even live animals, were sent ba&urope via the Nile. Around this time most
European countries were in the process of estafjsind stocking their first zoos. The Sudan has
always been a very important source of ‘Gum Argla@roduct used in the pharmaceutical, food and
textile industries. In 1845, the first trader td gp a trading post in Gondokoro was the Savoyard,
Jacques Antoine Brun-Rollet whilst the most sudcésd these enterprising traders was an Austrian,
Franz Binder.

All the traders sent their mail from Khartoum whérey lived, but no correspondence from within
Equatoria has yet been recorded.

3. Missionaries

In 1849, the Austrian bishop of Khartoum, Ignaz Kiezher and two fellow missionaries sailed south
along the Nile to the point where the river becomesavigable at Gondokoro. Gondokoro was the
southernmost point which any European had reachihiatime and was therefore, literally, the
frontier of the known world.

Knoblecher believed this was the ideal place tal#isth a mission post. It took him three yearsiiee
the necessary funds to buy a boat,3kedla Matutinaand to open two mission posts, the first in 1852
in Gondokoro and the second in 1854, in KietsctiHeiligen Kreutz'. which means ‘Holy Cross.
However both these missions proved ill-fated. Tireate along the banks of the Nile was extremely
unhealthy and very many missionaries died fromitadliseases. In 1860 the decision was taken to
abandon these two posts.

TCARIATUS ArosroLicre 0/ %" z

A 1 (‘ SRV . ( 4 \ o-{—jv\-i"ﬁ""/}j /
AFRICAE CENTRALIR W Ao 4ty
///// /«//(///// Fotors ///

( / fuf/zz ////”// /)
R o /’”‘%"/ } (o
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Figure 3

Figure 3. There is just one known cover in this categorybpldy sent from the mission post of
Gondokoro. It bears an example of the Sudan’s bldesvn stamp, ‘VICARIATUS APOSTOLICUS
AFRICAE CENTRALIS’

This cover was the subject of an article in thell€xors Club Philatelist of March-April 2007, bute
repeat here that the manuscript instruction dirghesletter be handed in person to a Mr. Madroussy
in Khartoum”. In all probability, it would have travelled theoa the steamer ‘Stella Matutina’ and in
the absence of any postal marks, it is thoughhylikeat it was then carried privately to Verona.

4. Civil servants

The Egyptian authorities often called on Westertetake the top senior jobs in their administratio

All but one governor of Equatoria were Westerneasnely - Samuel Baker and Charles Gordon from
the Great Britain, Henry Bey Prout from the USAd dne German, Eduard Schnitzer, better known as
Emin Pasha. In turn, these governors called orr dtlesterners to assist them. One of General
Gordon’s closest staff members for example, wag\therican Chaillé-Long.

General Gordon, organised the first rudimentary mai
service and had correspondence forwarded initially ’
Mr Giegler Pasha, the head of the Sudanese Post in \ Ladood
Khartoum. The mail was carried in boats on the Mile '\/“‘m/ Redjaf

a purpose-made sealed metal container. From
Khartoum, Mr Giegler organised its distribution and e
ensured the mail was forwarded to its final desitme ufne

From these civil servants, several letters haveiged, Wade,a,
sent from all parts of Equatoria — that is parts of

present day Sudan, Congo and Uganda. Most of the v ,,-p?fé’.'? ;
known covers emanate from General Gordon, bear ng w ALserT
postmarks and are items of local internal mail from & /

various locations in Equatoria to Khartoum.

4

fﬁf*

£

Figure 4. We have discovered mail from the following - Gondiak Lado and Dufilé, which are all in
present-day Sudan, Mahungo in present-day Ugardidale Albert in the Congo Unfortunately, the
cover of this last letter is missing.
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Figure 4

Most interesting are those from Equatoria to Eurame the U.S.A. Two such covers have been
recorded, one from General Gordon to England ardimm his assistant Chaillé-Long to the USA.

Figure 5. The Gordon cover was sent from Mrooli, now in Uganoh August 30, 1876. It was carried
by runners to Lado, where it was placed in theeskalail container and carried by ship on the Nile t
Mr Giegler in Khartoum, who affixed Egyptian postaggamps to it.

The stamps were tied by the very rare Khartounutdradate stamp with the spelling mistake
HARTOUM for KHARTOUM - POSTE EGIZIANE / date / HARTOUM.

= . ROTTIPI, PR s
x = T VY,
RS . e !

s e SRR L O
This is the only cover ) i R : AN i
known with a postage 8 TN A < B8R

; i Vb ; :
stamp tied by this B b e \r
extremely rare handstamp. ¥ ;»é, il '
It was then forwarded by : S kel
the Sudanese Camel Post tc :“J—‘e», 5 s
Egypt and on arrival the e "
Egyptian transit stamp 37
POSTE KHEDEVIE | ﬁ !34
EGIZIANE / SIUT was B 2 4 .
struck on the reverse side. e/é L u,_,/. u_,.. P, ._J

It continued its jour_ney to Mﬁ% .,ﬂ,,.,ﬁ,,w AR

Southampton, confirmelly /i\/ i J‘@w&% foa,. {;‘ o ‘) |

the receiving office stamp |

‘SOUTHAMPTON / F/ ; ‘/ 1
NO 20'. 'm&fﬂmmﬁzﬁd
Figure 5

The franking is 4.5 piastres (one stamp of 2 aedther of 2.5 piastres). 2 piastres was the rata f
Sudan to Egypt. The remaining 2.5 piastre is edgintdo 5 pence. The single GPU rate from Egypt to
the UK was 2% pence (up to 0.5 ounce), so thisrletust have weighed between 0.5 and 1 ounce
(double rate).

Figure 6. The second, the Chaillé-Long Cover, was writtehado on 29th January 1875, and sent to
Maryland in the USA. It travelled from Lado to Egyp pretty much the same way as the Gordon
cover. The only difference is that the postage ptawere not cancelled in Khartoum, but upon arrival
in Cairo by the circular date stamPOSTE EGEZIANE — 6 MAY — CAIRO.

In Alexandria both the transit maBOSTE EGEZIANE — 6 MAY — ALESSANDRIA and the linear
markFRANCA were added to the cover. It continued its jouriisy by theAustrian Lloydto Trieste,
then overland to Bremen, from where it travelledNew York on theNorddeutsche LloydThere is a
red circular New York arrival/transit marklAY / 21 / PAID.

The franking is 7 piastre; 2 piastre for the joyrfrem Khartoum to Alexandria, and 5 piastre or 45
‘neu-kreuzerfor the international leg. In accordance with 1868 convention between Austria and
Egypt, Egypt retainet?5 neu-kreuzerand the Imperial German postal administration'2@teu-
kreuzer’ ‘weiterfranco’ as noted in blue on the cover. #ge20 neu-kreuzer{equivalent to 2,5
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gros), 12 was credited for the transatlantic rentssing as indicated b2’ on the front of the
cover, and the remainiri§ neu-kreuzer'(or 1 gros) were due for the transit through Gemwyna
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Figure 6

The tariff of 2.5 gros for mail to the US forwardigalough Bremen or Hamburg, was specified in the
official journal of the Imperial German Post} B3/1871.

5. Emin Pasha

In 1882, the Mahdist revolt broke out and the Nile
was blocked. Emin Pasha, the governor of Equatoria
at that time, was trapped in his province together
with a handful of Sudanese government troops.
Escaping overland through Uganda to Zanzibar was
not possible. The King of Uganda was very hostile
and Emin Pasha did not have enough troops to risk
escaping by crossing that country. Although he was 5
forced to remain in Equatoria, he was still able to s
have letters smuggled out of the province.
These letters were carried through Uganda to :
Zanzibar by both native runners and Arab slave L
traders

We have traced a few of these letters over thesybart unfortunately, none still has its cover.
Nevertheless, one of theffigure 7, is of particular interest for the following re@so
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a) The arrival date is noted on it as “London, Aptill888”. Since it was written ori’September
1887, the letter travelled for over seven months!

b) The first sentence read#is an occasion offers itself unsuspectedly to
send a post to Uganda...” This is the proof that Emin Pasha managed to shawg
least part of his mail through Uganda.

Figure 7

Figure 8. A second letter is also of particular interest,saese it was written from Kibira, on the shores of
Lake Albert. This implies that Emin Pasha travekedund the province while he was trapped.

Through his letters smuggled out of Equatoriavbhed began to hear of his fate, and public opiriion
Europe pressed governments to “do something” te Eamin Pasha. Eventually, King Leopold Il of Belgiu
(and the Congo) financed the Emin Pasha Relief ditpa.

Figure 8

6. Members of the Emin Pasha Relief Expedition

150/24



This expedition was led by Henry Morton Stanleystérted in 1887 at the mouth of the Congo in
Banana, crossed the entire Congo and reached Eiguiatd888, freed Emin Pasha and accompanied
him to Zanzibar, where the expedition arrived i89.8\eedless to say, this expedition was close to
‘mission impossible’

Figure 9. There is one known surviving cover, written by @i, the surgeon of the Expedition.
Although it was not written in Equatoria, but o tlvay to the province, in Yambuya (Congo) we have
nevertheless included it in this overview.

The cover was sent by regular mail from Yambuya
through the Congo to Boma (transit mark, circulzied
stamp of BOMA, August 12,887 in blue on the front).
From there it went on a Portuguese ship to Lisbon
(transit mark, circular date stamp of August 13781t
was then further forwarded by boat and rail to Dsogy
his home in Ireland (arrival mark: circular datamsp of
DRUMSNA, August 15, 1887).

Dr. T.H. Parke

Figure 9

In conclusion, this is the first ever attempt to att the Postal History of Equatoria. Only
a handful of covers are known, thus any newly diseoed covers could add to or
contribute a new section to this article.
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